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INTRODUCTION

This publication is intended to assist maintenance personnel with the installation, on an 
as-needed basis, of the following leaf spring and shackle bracket assembly replacement service 
kits for AIRTEK integrated front air suspensions and STEERTEK NXT • STEERTEK axles equipped on 
applicable Freightliner vehicles built PRIOR to May 2016. 

In May 2016, Hendrickson introduced enhancements to the leaf spring and shackle bracket 
assemblies for AIRTEK systems used in new Freightliner production vehicles. Hendrickson no 
longer offers the following previous leaf spring assemblies and shackle bracket assembly for 
aftermarket service purposes. 

Leaf SPRIng and ShackLe BRacket aSSemBLIeS

*Replacement Service kits Previous Leaf Spring assemblies

front Spring eye  
equipped with:

Set Back Set fORWaRd Set Back Set fORWaRd

Left hand Right hand Left hand Right hand Left hand Right hand Left hand Right hand

thru Bolt Bushing 60961-827 60961-828 59930-061 59930-062

Bar Pin Bushing 60961-844 60961-845 60961-846 60961-847 59930-057 59930-058 59930-059 59930-060

nOte: *  These replacement service kits include a new leaf spring assembly and as applicable, a left hand 
shackle bracket assembly (Part No. 68274-003) or right hand shackle bracket assembly (Part No. 
68274–004), both of which replace a common shackle bracket assembly (Part No. 68274-001) 
previously used on both the left and right sides.

The new designs for the leaf spring and shackle assemblies are not compatible with these pre-
vious assemblies. Therefore, on AIRTEK equipped Freightliner vehicles built prior to May 2016, 
if the original leaf spring assembly or the shackle bracket assembly require replacement, both 
assemblies for that side of the suspension will need to be replaced by using one of the above 
referenced service kits. It is not necessary to replace both sides if only one side requires service.

nOte Once the conversion to current production components are made, shackle bracket and/or leaf 
spring assembly can be replaced individually for service.

Refer to Hendrickson Publication No. 17730-243 for complete service and safety instructions for 
the AIRTEK front suspension system.

 A TEcHNIcIAN usINg A sERvIcE PROcEduRE OR TOOl wHIcH HAs NOT bEEN REcOMMENdEd by 
HENdRIcKsON MusT FIRsT sATIsFy HIMsElF THAT NEITHER HIs sAFETy NOR THE vEHIclE’s sAFETy wIll 
bE jEOPARdIzEd by THE METHOd OR TOOl sElEcTEd. INdIvIduAls dEvIATINg IN ANy MANNER FROM THE 
INsTRucTIONs PROvIdEd wIll AssuME All RIsKs OF cONsEquENTIAl PERsONAl INjuRy OR dAMAgE TO 
EquIPMENT INvOlvEd. 

Replacement Service  
kit contents
deScRIPtIOn QtY.

leaf spring Assembly 1

shackle bracket 
Assembly 1
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Leaf SPRIng & ShackLe RePLacement

dISaSSemBLY
1. Place the vehicle on level floor.
2. chock the wheels.

 AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs MusT bE dEFlATEd PRIOR TO lOOsENINg ANy clAMP gROuP HARdwARE. 
uNREsTRIcTEd AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs cAN vIOlENTly sHIFT. dO NOT INFlATE AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs 
wHEN THEy ARE uNREsTRIcTEd. AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs MusT bE REsTRIcTEd by susPENsION OR 
OTHER AdEquATE sTRucTuRE. dO NOT INFlATE bEyONd PREssuREs REcOMMENdEd by AIR sPRINg 
MANuFAcTuRER, cONTAcT HENdRIcKsON TEcHNIcAl sERvIcEs FOR dETAIls. IMPROPER usE OR OvER 
INFlATION MAy cAusE AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs TO buRsT, cAusINg PROPERTy dAMAgE ANd/OR sEvERE 
PERsONAl INjuRy.

3. deflate the air springs by removing the height control valve linkage and lowering the level-
ing valve arm. This will exhaust the air pressure in the air springs. 

4. Install a floor jack with a 4" lifting plate below the axle and raise the truck.
5. Remove the tires.
6. support the frame.
7. Lower the jack allowing the axle to hang, but dO nOt remove the jack from the axle.
8. loosen, but dO nOt remove the ¾" front spring eye bolts.
9. Remove both rear spring mount ¾" hex bolts.
10. Remove both lower shock absorber mounting bolts.
11. disconnect both air springs from the top pad of the clamp group.
12. loosen the ¾" clamp group locknuts for the leaf spring that is not being replaced.

 dO NOT usE A cuTTINg TORcH TO REMOvE ANy ATTAcHINg FAsTENERs. THE usE OF HEAT ON 
susPENsION cOMPONENTs wIll AdvERsEly AFFEcT THE sTRENgTH OF THEsE PARTs. A cOMPONENT 
dAMAgEd IN THIs MANNER cAN REsulT IN THE lOss OF vEHIclE cONTROl ANd POssIblE PERsONAl 
INjuRy OR PROPERTy dAMAgE.

13. Remove and discard the ¾" clamp group locknuts from the spring(s) being replaced.
14. If equipped with: 

a. SteeRtek nXt axle (after November 2011) — Remove the top pad, from the leaf spring 
assembly, see Figure 3. dO nOt remove, modify or replace integrated axle spring seat 
or fasteners.

b. SteeRtek axle (prior to November 2011) — Remove the top pad, front axle spacer, and 
the bottom axle wrap from the leaf spring that is going to be removed, see Figure 4.

15. lower the jack allowing the suspension to pivot down out of the rear shackles.
16. Remove the ¾" front spring eye bolt from the leaf spring that is being removed.
17. Remove the leaf spring assembly. Approximate weight of the leaf  spring is 48 pounds.
18. Remove the old frame hanger bracket and aluminum shackle.

aSSemBLY 
1. Install the new frame hanger bracket and steel shackle. 
2. lubricate the front spring eye bushing and the front hanger with a vegetable base oil (cook-

ing oil). dO nOt use petroleum or soap base lubricant, it can cause an adverse reaction 
with the spring eye bushing material. 

3. Install the spring over the axle and into the front spring hanger.
4. Install the ¾" front spring eye bolt and fastener, but dO nOt tighten.
5. If equipped with SteeRtek nXt axle 

a. Install the front axle spacer and new leaf spring assembly with galvanized liner onto the 
axle. Verify that the dowel pin is engaged properly in the axle spring seat, see Figure 3.

b. Install the original top pad onto the leaf spring assembly.
c. Proceed to step 6.
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fIguRe 3 fIguRe 4

6. If equipped with SteeRtek axle 
a. Install the front axle spacer and new leaf spring assembly with galvanized liner onto the 

axle over dowel pin located on the top axle wrap, see Figure 4. It may be necessary to 
loosen the other clamp group to allow the axle to pivot when installing the leaf spring 
on the dowel pin.

b. Install the original top pad onto the leaf spring assembly.
c. Remove and replace the bottom axle wrap liner located inside the bottom axle wrap.
d. Install the new bottom axle wrap, see Figure 4.

7. Install the new ¾" clamp group bolts, washers, and the new locknuts. The locknuts must be 
replaced when the clamp group is removed, to prevent premature bolt fatigue.

8. snug the clamp group, dO nOt torque at this time.
9. Raise the axle and the rear spring assembly into the rear spring shackle.
10. Install the ¾" rear spring eye bolts in the shackle.
11. snug both front and rear spring eye bolts.
12. Tighten the lower shock mounting bolts to:
 SteeRtek nXt axle – per vehicle manufacturer’s torque specifications.
 SteeRtek axle –  240 ± 15 foot pounds torque. 
13. Install air springs into the top pads. Make sure the air spring piston seats into the top pad 

correctly.
14. Install the tires.
15. Remove the frame supports and load the front axle with the trucks weight.

 AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs MusT bE dEFlATEd PRIOR TO lOOsENINg ANy clAMP gROuP HARdwARE. 
uNREsTRIcTEd AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs cAN vIOlENTly sHIFT. dO NOT INFlATE AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs wHEN 
THEy ARE uNREsTRIcTEd. AIR sPRINg AssEMblIEs MusT bE REsTRIcTEd by susPENsION OR OTHER AdEquATE 
sTRucTuRE. dO NOT INFlATE bEyONd PREssuREs REcOMMENdEd by AIR sPRINg MANuFAcTuRER, cONTAcT 
HENdRIcKsON TEcHNIcAl sERvIcEs FOR dETAIls. IMPROPER usE OR OvER INFlATION MAy cAusE AIR sPRINg 
AssEMblIEs TO buRsT, cAusINg PROPERTy dAMAgE ANd/OR sEvERE PERsONAl INjuRy.
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16. Air up system.
17. verify the vehicle is at the proper ride height. see Alignment and Adjustment section in 

Hendrickson Publication No. 17730-243.
fIguRe 5 fIguRe 6

fIguRe 7 18. If equipped with SteeRtek nXt axle 
a. Ensure that the clamp group is properly aligned and the hex bolts are seated in the top 

pad, and the top pad is centered with the axle spring seat see Figure 5.
b. Tighten the clamp group locknuts evenly in 50 foot pounds increments in the proper pattern 

to achieve uniform bolt tension, see Figure 7, to vehicle manufacturer’s specifications.
c. Proceed to step 20. 

19. If equipped with SteeRtek axle
a. Ensure that the clamp group is properly aligned and the hex bolts are seated in the top 

pad, and the bottom axle wrap is centered with the top axle wrap and top pad, see Figure 6.
b. Tighten the clamp group locknuts evenly in 50 foot pounds increments to  295 ± 10 

foot pounds torque in the proper sequence to achieve uniform bolt tension, see Figure 7.
20. Remove the wheel chocks.

Refer any questions on this publication to Hendrickson Tech Services 
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